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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 13433 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILT 

SUBJECT: SOMALI PLOY FOR US ARMS SUPPLY 

1 . DURING CALL ON ME OCTOBER 13, IRANIAN AMBASSEDOR AHAMED 
TAVAKOLI, SAID THAT THE IRANIAN AMBASSADOR IN MOGADISCIO HAD 
BEEN APPROACHED BY THE ACTING SOMALI FOREIGN MINISTER WITH THE 
PROPOSITION THAT SOMALIA WOULD BE WILLING TO RENOUNCE PUBLICLY 
ALL CLAIMS ON KENYA TERRITORY IF THE WESTERN POWERS DECIDED 

TO REPLACE THE SOVIET UNION AS THE CHIEF SOURCE OF ARMS SUPPLY 
TO SOMALIA. AMBASSADOR TAVAKOLI SAID THAT THIS INFORMATION 
HAD ALSO BEEN TRANSMITTED TO HIS FOREIGN MINISTRY. 

2. AMBASSADOR TAVAKOLI ALSO CLAIMED TO HAVE HEARD, SOURCE 
NOT IDENTIFIED, THAT WILLIAM ETEKI, SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE 
OAU, HAD COMMENTED THAT ETHNICITY SHOULD TAKE PRECEDENT OVER 
THE INTEGRITY OF COLONIALLY ESTABLISHED BOUNDARIES IN DETERMIN- 
ING THE FRONTIERS OF INDEPENDENT AFRICAN STATES. TAVAKOLI SEEMED 
TO INTERPRET THIS AS PERHAPS PRESAGING A SHIFT IN OAU 

POLICY. 

3. COMMENT: GIVEN SOMALI SCRAMBLE FOR NEW SOURCE OF ARMS, 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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I WOULD ASSUME THAT TAVAKOLI'S RENDITION OF SOMALI OFFICIALS’ 
REMARKS WAS ACCURATE. I DO NOT, HOWEVER, BELIEVE THAT KENYAN 
GOVERNMENT WOULD GIVE ANY CREDENCE TO SOMALI ASSURANCES AND 
WOULD NOT LOOK WITH EQUANIMITY AT US ARMS DELIVERIES TO 
SOMALIA, EVEN IF SUCH ASSURANCE WERE PUBLICLY PRONOUNCED. 

4. IN UNRELATED CONVERSATION, EGYPTIAN COUNSELOR, MAHMOUD 
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HAFEZ, TODAY TOLD DCM THAT ACCORDING TO EGYPTIAN INFORMATION 
IRAN WAS SUPPLYING ARMS TO SOMALIA. 

5. WE HAVE NO WAY OF CONFIRMING OR DENYING THE ALLEGED ETEKI 
STATEMENT, BUT IT SOUNDS TOTALLY UNREASONABLE AND UNLIKELY 
TO US. 

LEMELLE 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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